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Route o f  two NepnEese Evzbassies to Pe7cin wit78 remarks on  the 
water-shed and plateau o f  Tibet.-By B. H .  HODGBON, Esp. 

The tao following papers (it may be as well to state, in 0rder to 
allow their trustworthiness) were presented to  me by the Bfaha 
Ilrijih of Nepal in 1848, when I took my leave of him after ]laving 
resided at his court for ten years in the capacity of Eritish minister. 
His Highness wns pleased to say he desired to give sometlling, 
mhicb, not being of monied value, I should be permitted to retain, 
~ n d  which he knew I should set especial store by, and all the more 
because I was aware that the c o m ~ n u o i c a t i t ~ ~  of auy such information 
to tbe "Feringk" (Eul-openu) was coutrary to the fixed policy of 
his government. Aud therewith Hiu Higllness gave me these two 
documents us well as several others of equ:tl interest. The papera 
now in quetltion conlprise official sutn~unries of the routes of two 
of those etnbassies of tribute and depeudlrnce, which, aince the war 
of '92 with Tibet (aided by China), Nepal has been bouud by treaty 
to send to Pekin ollce every five yeare. I t  is customary for these 
embassies always to ]wep llenl*ly or quite to the same traclr, they 
beillg ~ouducted through Tibet and Cl~ina a t  the expense of the 
nlestial enlyire and under the guidance of officers appointed by it. 

The time of departure fiom Knthinandu ia determined by the 
Opening of tho pnsses over the Hirnaluga, which takes place usudlg 
during the first half of Jtllle by the melting of the snows; and 
that accordinky i~ tile rrgolar for the setting out of the 
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ambassador, who usually reachea Pekin about the middle of the 

following January. The ambassador's suit is rigidly fixed . to 
number and as to  every other detail ; and, well or ill, tired or not, 
his excellency is obliged by his pragmaticnl Chinese conductor 
(perhaps we should add in candour, by the character a180 of tile 
country to be traversed) to push on towards his destination ~ i t h  
ouly one halt of about a month and half at LhLa, where, luckily 
fbr Ilim, there is always some necessary business to transact, the 
Nepalese having long had commercial establishments in that city. 
The alnbassador, who is always a man of high rank (Hindu of 
course) and rather advanced in life, can take his own time, and cook 
and eat his own food, and use his own comfortable sedan chair or 
more comfortable litter (dhl~di, hammoclr) as far as Tingri. But 

there the inexorable Chinese MehmaudBr (honorary conductor) 
meets him with the assigned set of ponies for himself and suit, and 
his excellency must now mount and unceasingly as inflexibly pursue 
his journey through rt country lamentably deficient in food, fuel,and 

water, by pretty long stages and without a halt save that above 
nnmed, on horse-baclr, over a very rough country, for some one 
thousand seven huudred miles, and then only exchange hia pony 
for the still worse conveyance of a Chiuese cslrriugo (more properly, 
cart) which is to convey him with like persistency some seven 
hundred miles further, fatigue and bad weather notwithstanding, 
and the high caate Hindu's cuisine (horreaco referena) all the while 
entirely in the llanda of filthy Bh6tias and as filthy Chinese! Of 
course there is s grand lustration after each embassy's return home! 
which lisually happens about two years from the time of it8 depu 
ture for Pnlcin; nod many o sad and moviug story (but all n~rved 
for friends) the several member8 of these embassies then hue to 

tell of poisonous compounds of so-called tea* nod rancid lard or 
suet, given them for drink in  lieu of their accustomed pure b"Vh 
or milk; OF heaps of sun-dried flesh incessnatly aubstitutedfo* 
farinaceous and vegetable bod  of all deceut Plyans; nrY10f PuPp'" 
served up to them for kids, and cats for hares, by etalid befiatll 
of BhBt (Tibet) under the order8 of a seemingly insouciant 

* The 80-crlled brick tea which is cornrnsed of the sweepingn of t* ta '''' 
factorier cemented by eome coarse kind of gluten. 
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praglnatical Chinaman, who answers all objections with ' Orders 
of the emperor,' ' Food of the country,' ' You nicer than us, forsooth,' 
(Fed or unfed you start a t  such an hour.' It is singular to observe 

the celestial empire treating Asiatics with like impertinence as Euro- 
peans, and it is satisfactory to tliink that the recent treaty of Nepal 
with Tibet, bas put an end to these and other impertinences. 

I proceed now to a few remarlts on the form and substance of 
the papers. The form is such as might be expected from men, of 
a nation of soldiers and statesmen, scant of words and haviug a n  
eye to business in the survey of a couutry. Blucher regarded 
London merely as a huge store-house of valuables, fit, and haply 
destiued, to make spoil for a conquering army. And a Nepalese 
regards Tibet and China, not from a picturesque or scientific: point 
of view, but with reference to  the obstacles their natural features 

a 
oppose to a daring invader having an eye to business in Blucher's 
liue. The chief itelii tl~eref'ore of both ilinet.aries and the onlg one 
of the shorter, is an ellurneration of the mountain ridges or ranges 
intersecting the way (a most valuable piece of information, as we 
shall soon see) ; and to this the longer paper adds a similar enumer- 
ation of the intervening rivers, with the means of passing them, or 
the ferries and bridges ; the forts occurring all along the route, and, 
Inatly, the lakes and tanlts  here drinking-water can be had-a 
commodity most scarce in  those regions where lialt' the laltes are 
brackish. These several items, together with the stages, and the 
distances (computed by marching-time as well as by reference to  
the Nepalese kos of 2f miles each) comprise the whole information 
conveyed. But i t  will nevertheless be allowed that so authentic an 
enumeration of so many important particulars relating to so vast an  
extent of country so little kilown, is of uo snlall value; and, though 
here packed into the smallest compass, that infor~ratiou ]night in 
the ]lands of a skilful boolr-lanker suffice to fiirnisli fort11 ih goodly 
volume. But book-malriog is in no repute with tbe gelitry of Nepal. 
I t  belongs solely to pnndits, wliilst on the class of official scribes is 
devolrcd tbe task of recording all useful information, which they are 
strictly required to embody in the fewest ~oss ib le  words and smallest 

1 will only add 011 this head of tlie form of the papers. 
1st. That tho records of t l ~ o  two e~nbnssies having bee11 ~lrndo 
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a t  the several times of those missions, and quite independently 
of each other, the  statements of one may be used to correct and 
explain those of the other ; and that, where diacrepnncies occur, 
t he  longer paper, which is colnplete in its details, ia probablr, onthe 

. . 
whole, more correct than the one which is not complete io ita 
details, though I confess a strong leaning to the Chountrr stat& 

because of i ts sound discrilniilatioir of interesting facts, 
2nd- That the assigned distances, though not measured, but 

~ n t e d ,  yet, having a double basis of computation* by 
time under given assigned circumstances, and by kos according also 
t o  a given standard in  use in Nepal, ought, I should thin](, to be 

capable of very definite determination in competent hauda. 
3rd. Tbst  both papers are literal t r i ~ ~ ~ l a t i o ~ l s ,  and that the addi. 

tionnl informntioli procured by myself and embodied for conve- 

nience in the documents, is carefully distinguihed by the use of 
brackets ; the rest of such information being thrown into foot noted. 

The Chountra's embassy, as I learnt bet'ore 1 left Kathmandu, 
set out in  1817. That of the Kaji, in 1822, as ap.pears on the face 
of the document. Cbountra and Kaji are titles of miuistew of 

state in Nepal. I proceed now to the aub3tauce of tl~e docuuaeuts, 

and here, in imitation of m y  friends, I sllall be as curt as possible, 
and endeavour, in a few words, to bring together the n~ost gelierauy 

interesting items of information furuialred by the two papem. '.The 
total distance from Kathmandu to Pelrin, according to the Khji, is 

1268( kos ; according to the Chomltra, 1250 koa ; aud ill that ~pm, 
occur, according to  the tbrlner authority, 100 lnouutttin rnllF8 which 
are crossed ; according to the latter, 104. The KBji's p p e r  l i v e 8  

us the further information, t h t  150 lakes and t n ~ ~ k s  oc~ur i i l t l l e  

route ; 652 rivers,? crossed by 607 bridges aud 28 ferriea ; nudlafl t l~l  
100 forts. 

It would be very desirable in dividil~g the  hole space into the 
* I Lave henrd, that the r l ~ n l e  roml i. measured nnd marked t b e ~ h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

if no, the Nepalese could never be much out, the ool J thi~lg required of hem 
being the conversion of Ai into kos. 

Say rather, rivers and river-crossings, for the aamo rnount~in locked ltrerm I' 

here and there crossed 20 or 30 times in a very modrrnte diat.lllce. Wlleo limn'ed 
out thin at K a t h ~ n u ~ ~ d u  I got. the erylx~l,lrion, nncl rus referred to the crossinPo' 

the Rhpnti river hrtrcet~  Hitouud* xnd Hbiml,hltly on the rod lo Kflthmmd' 

from tlls plain8 of l n d i ~  for a gtlrn1,Ie. 
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oolit;icgl and natural linlits of the several countries traversed, to 
r 

make the Chountra's and Kiji's papers coincide. But  I have attempt- 
ed this invain, owing to the different names cited in the two papers 
and the different methods of citation. I n  regard to  political limits 
they concur sufficiently, but not in  regard to natural limits. I 
therefore give the former according to  both papers; the latter 
accordiug to the Chountra's only, it being quite clear 011 that head. 
I annex the lang6ru or mouutaill ranges to both statements. 

Political limits Zountaitt ranges 
according to Chozt~ztra, E4.i Chountra, EdjZ. 

kos. 
I. Nepal (from Kath~nalldu to 

Khisa), . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 31i 6 6 
11. Tibet (from KhQss to  iron 

bridge of Tachiudo), . . . . . .  636 649; 63 71 
111. China ('l'schi~itlo iron ' 

bridge to Pekin), ......... 585 584i 35 30 

Remnrlcs. 
1.-From ICathmandu to ICLtBsa there is a difference of 5; kos, 

obviously caused by the Kgji's detour viii Stinlrhb, illstead of' keeping 
the direct road as the Chountrn did. 

11.-From Kbiisa to the iron bridge of Tachindo the difference is 
13) kos. I t  is pretty clearly cnused, partly by a small detour, as  
before, aud partly by a slightly different use of terms. I n  the 
Chountra's paper the specification in the body of the document ia 
"on this side of Tachindo ;" in the relnarlrs appeuded to it, " beyond 
Tachindo," whereae the Ifi6ji's paper specifies Tacbindo itself. 

111.-From the iron bridge of Tachiudo to Peltin the difference 
ia only l~df a k o ~ ,  wllich is not \vortL inentioning. 

Natural lint its from the Chou~zt~-a'e paper. 
~ 0 s .  Xountain ridges. 

1. Cis-himel:lyan region (I<atl~lnxndu 
to Bltnirav IangGr), . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  50 7 

2. Trans-him:il:lyan region (Bhnirnv 
Iangtir to 4 Ices beyorid Chinchi Shau, 
wllerc tho great mountains cease), 635 65 

3. Cllillchi Shbn to Pouchiu (where 
ol2 mountains cease), . . . . . . . . . . .  212 30 

4. Fluins of Chiuo (Poucl~in to Pekin), 853 2 
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To these distributions I subjoin, though it be a repetition, the 

excellent concluding remarks of the Chountra's DaDer : 
L L - .  

Thus there are 104  langdrs (or mountaiu passes) betweeognth. 
mandu and Pekin, and of these 102 occur in the non-cnrriageablepIrt 
of the way, or the first 897 kos ; and the last 2 laughs only, in the re. 

maining 353 kos, or the carriageable part. The last named Dart of 
I -- 

the way may be said to be wllolly tl~rough plains, for, of the two hills 
occurring, only one is a t  all noticeable, and botll are traversed in 
carriages. From Kathmandu to the boundary bridge beyond T* 
chindo (China frontier) is 665 kos, and thence to Ciachi Shin is 20 
kos. Throughout these 685 I<OS f r 0 1 ~  Kathmandu mountains 
(perpetually ?) with allow occur. I n  the remaiuiug 565 kos, 
snowy mountains occur." 

I n  the  way of provincial bdundaries we have the following, Froln 
Gnbksh, the 37th stage of the Kiji's paper, to SBngwB, the 51ststr;e 
of the same paper, is the province of U, which contains the metropolis 
of Tibet or Lhhsa. A t  Sbngwi, or, in full, Kw6mbo gyhmdnS6ngr4, 
commences the Tibetan province of KhBm, which extends to Tnchindo 
or  Tazhi-deu which is the common frontier of China and Tibet. It 
occurs a t  the 104th stage of the Kiiji's paper. The native nameofTibet 
is Pdt vel Edd. The Sanskrit name is Bh6t. This is Tibet properor 

the  country between the Himalaya and the Nyencllhen-tllingljwbich 
latter name means (and the meaning is worth quoti~~g for its 8i$i- 

ficance) pass of (to and from) the plains of the great Njeu or OR! 
Ammon, or rather, great Arnmon pass of the Tliat portion 

of Tibet which lies north of the ~~encbl leo-t l l lngl i  (as far 

Kwanleun) is denominated by the Tibetans-the western half! 
H6ryeu1, and the eastern half; Srikyeul, alter the H6r and Sdktibea 
respectively. The great lalce Namtso demarks Korthero Tibetlo 

the  same way tha t  the great lake Yamdotso deuotes Soutllern- 
A word more about the Bhairav longilr which is e(uivdent to 

Mount Everest as  recently explained to the Society. *be 

tra's paper makes i t  GO kos from Kathmandu ; the Khji'a, 524 'o!' 
B u t  to  obtain the latter result 9 Y ou must not blindly follow 
entry in the itinerary but remember that thin "huge anow '""' 

* Thin great maon is rinibls alike from the confines of Nepal pmper (Ihe rJh' 

and from those of Sikirn ,lrld all the more unmi8takeebly becauee it bar noCOmpe' 
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covers s large space of the road which must be understood as com- 
lnencing soon after leaving the 14th stnge or Th6lung and not after 
learing the 15th stage or Tiugri Langkbt. 

The documents now submitted themselves suffice to prove the 
of langGr, since they show i t  to be equivalent to  the 16 of 

Tibetan and the Shin of Chinese ; consequently also (as we know 
from other sources) to the Turlcic t igh and the Mongolic 616. It may 
therefore be rendered " mountain" as well as " mountain pass," and 
this is the reason, perhaps, why the Nepalese often do not discri~ninate 
between the name of the pass and of the peak of' Bhairava but blend 
then1 both under the name Bfiairav lnngbr, which is equivalent to the 
Gnillhlm thAngl6 of the Tibetans. Col. Waugh therefore may be 
assured that his Mount Everest is far from lacking native names, and, 
I will add that I would venture in any case of a signal natural object 
occurring in Nepal to furnish the Colonel with i ts  true native name 
(nay, several, for the country is very polyglottic) upon his furnishing 
me with the distance and bearings of that object, although neither I 
nor any European had gone near it.* For  the rest, I cannot withhold 
my congratulntions upon this secoild splendid result of Col. W.'e 
labours though alack! i t  would seem fatal to my pet theory of sub- 
himalayan water.sheds,-a term carefully to be discriminnted from 
the Himalayan water-shed to which I now purpose briefly to advert. 

Since I presented to the Society in 1849 my paper on the physical 
geography of the Himalaya a good deal of new information has been 
published, mixed with the inevitable quantum of speculation, touching 
the true clraracter of that chain, and the true position of i ts water- 
shed, with their inseparable concomitants, the general elevation and 
surface chnrncter of the plateau of Tibet. 

titor for notice in the whole intervening space. It is precisely hnlf way between 
Goanin-than which overlooks Nepal proper and Kangchtrn which overlooks Sikim. 

* It i s  obvious to remark, that no Eurol,etln has ever approtlclied Dhnvtllagiri 

which yet lacks not a native name known to Europeans and in fact I myself have 

been twice PI nenr to D6va dhhllgn, vel Bhairev tliin, vel Bl~airav Iar~gGr, re1 GIIB- 

lhim t h h g l i ,  as ally European ever was to  Dhnvalngiri. Tlie Bhotins often cell 

the Bh~irav Iangiir, Th6ng1i or " pass of the plain," viz. of Tingri, omitting the 

n~ecific designntion Gn41116m, which c~lso might alone designate the object, 

"Y1 which is the name of  the snowy mass as opposed to the puee over it and the 
plain beyond it. 
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After an  attentive perusal of these interesting speculPtious I 
must, however, confess that I retain my expressed 
tha t  the great points in question are inextricably involved 

nl,d 

consequently can never be settled independently of, the larger guck 

tion of the t rue physical features of the whole of the b(,,,-i-dbp 
of Asiatics and Asie Centrale of Humboldt. ~t la that 
Himalaya is not a chain a t  all, but an exeiuplification of tile trubl, 
of Elie de ~ e a u m o n t ' s  theory that so-called mountain cllpin8 me ,,,,11 
parallel dispositions of a series of geological =muds if 
side by side, constitute the senlblance of a chain of loogitde, 
if laid one over the other, coustitute the sembla~lce of s chain 

latitude or a rneridional range. 
It may be tha t  the Himalaya is not a longitudiual but a meri. 

dionel chain, and that  the geological back-bone of the whole couti. 
nent  of Asia does not run parallel to the greatest development of 

t ha t  continent or  east and west, but transversely to thnt develop. 
ment or north and south, and that the Khin gan Gla is an indi. 
cation of the uortherrl extremity of this back-bone; the Gingrior 
water-shed of the Indus and BrLhmaputra, an iudication of it3 

southern extremity. 
It may 6e that  the questiou of the water-shed is not to be regr(led 

with reference to the adjacent countries only, but, as Gujotand 
others affirm, with reference to the whole eastern half of the co~~tl. 
neot of Asia ; and thnt the southern part of Tibet, i~iclusive of the 
Himalaya, is to be regarded as shediug the raters of Eastem 
from the Arctic to the Indian Ocean. Such things, or some one 

of them, I repeat, may be, and one of the theories just enumeded 
may involve the true solution of questious for some time paat iuveb' 

tipaled and debated on the frontier of Indin, though witbout 4 
sufficiently distinct minerenee to thoae theories, prior tlq 

all be in date. Bllt the mere statement of them suffices? shoy'd 
sag, to  show tllat tllcg will not find their solution on that 

but  only when the ahole b8m-i-dhnya (dou~e of the w o r l d l a  

orientalism) has become nccesaible to science. 
I u  the ineanwhile, witbout seeking to deny that innnl 

~ t h r  
* Per contra, the Iiurnerous deterrnin~tiorls of the hei~lht of tbegha' ol 

distal~t points eeem to warl.allt oul. assuming 15000 feet for the 
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to indicate that the axial line of the Himalaya lies beyond the 
g-,htline, it is obvious to remark that  this assumed line is still 

to the ghht line, though beyond it, and consequently cannot 
be reconciled with an essentially meridional axis, such as the GQngri 
range presents. And, upon the whole, and with reference to  organic 

phsnomena especially, the gh8t line still presents itself to me as 
the best divisor of the Indian and trans-Indian regions and climates, 
though I am not unaware that brlhmanic geography has, from 
remote times, carried the Indian frontier up to  Mansar6vsr and 
RBvanhrLd, to the Brahrntip~ltra and Indus line in  Tibet. And, 
%sin, though I do not, nor ever did, doubt that Tibet is tl very 
rnoulltainous country, yet I conceive that  there are good reasons 
for adlnitting the propriety of Humboldt's general designation for 
it, He calls i t  a plateau or elevated plain, and all those I have 
conversed with who have passed from various parts of the  Hima- 
layan countries into those of Tibet have expressed themselves in 
terms implying a strong distinction a t  least between the physiog- 
nomy of the former and the latter regions. I would add, that 
nothing can be juster or finer than Turner's originhl contrast of 
tbe two. 

No one acquainted, as I have long been, with the native descrip- 
tlons of Tibet," o r  with the general and special de1iueat;ious of the 
country by Danville, based entirely upon native materials, or with 
ouch enumerations of mountain ranges occurri~lg between the Nopa- 
lese and Chiuese frontiers, as the accompanying documents coutaiu, 
could for n moment question that mountains abound in Tibet. 011  

the other haud, there are several reasons of a general nature, 
beside3 the specific allegations of the fact by the people, to prove 
that wide spread plains also abound there. It may bo worth while 
to enumerate these reasons. They are as follows : 

lat.--one language only prevails throughout all the provincea of 
Bouthern Tibet, thnt is t o  sg, throughout Balti, Ladhk, Nhi, 

gliit line ; and it may well be queatioaed i f  any line o f  eqtinl height nnd extent 
""it north of thnt line. It, i s  the closing of the y h n ' l ~  tlltrt ar~nunliy atolls 
w ~ m  lo Tihat, nut nny ohet~~c le  beyond them. 

* Journal No.  IV.  for .Qpril, 1832, Article 1. 
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Wtsing and Khhm," or, in other words, from the 11018 nearly to 
the Ybnling, whilst in the same extent of country in the Himalay8 
very many languages are found. 

2nd.-The language of Tibet has express and familiar terme for 

plain and valley which are respectively called thing and Illnl in 
Tibetan, whereas the Himalayan tongues have no word at all far a 
plain, no distinct one for a valley.? 

3rd.-It is well known, that there are very many lakes in Tibet 
and several of them of great size-a fact which involves the exist. 
ence of large level tracts also, as the contrary fact in the Himalaya 
involves (whet is notorious) the absence of wide spread levels. 

4th.-Tibet is the permanent habitat of wild animals of the true 
ox, deer, and antelope types-dl creatures of the plain and not of 
the mo~zntain, and none therefore found in the Himalaya. 

5th.-Tibet is annually the seasonal resort of vast numbers of 
the wading and swimming tribes of birds which pass from the plains 
of India to those of Tibet every spring, and stay in the latter till 
the setting in of winter, whilst the whole of these birds entirely 
avoid the Himalaya. "The storlts know their appointed seuona 
in the heavens," and their sltilfully diaposed phalanxes periodidlg 
afford one of the finest sights we have. 

There are few of the Tibetan plains more noticeable than that 
which occurs immediately on passing the Himalaya by the Bhairnv 
lmgilr-f'ea contrasts more palpable thau that of the cis and trms. 
himalay an regions a t  this well known and central poiut ; and when 
1 lately requested Major Rammy, the Resident in Nepal, to get 
for me a confirmation or refutation of my opinion, 11e ananered 

" Dr. Hooker must be in error, when he says there are no extensive 
plains in Tibet, because Tingri maidnn (plain) for example, i8 fillll 
60 miles in length and 16 to 20 in breadth. Ti1 bikram Thhfi  
assures me that, in the recent war, he marched along that plain for 
several days and passed a lake three days in circu~ufereuce l n d  

* Journal No.  IV. for April, 1832, Article I. 
t The numerous nameu of pl~ean in Tibet which ars compounded with 

word 

Thing, a plain, 8u Chanthln j in N&i, would alone 8uRlce to prove tbnt the prier" 
ourface of Tibet is very different from that of the Himalaya. 
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which he estimated to be as large as the valley of Nepal.# When 
aslted i f  Tingri Inaidan was any thing like the valley of Nepal, be 

said, 'No ! Horsemen could not gallop about Nepal. They would 

have to keep to the roads and pathways. But  numerous regrimelits 
of cavalry could gallop a t  large over the plain of Tingri.' " I n  n 

like spirit the Tibetaus themselves compare the vast province of 
Khhm to a "field," and that of Vtsdng to "four chaune1u"t-both 
expressions plainly implying abundance of flat land and the latter 
also indicating those ranges parallel to, and north of the Hittlalilyn 
which all native authorities attest the existence of in 'l'ibet, nob 
only in NPri but also in Vtsang and .KhQm. Tlie most remarlcable 
of these parallel chains, and that which divides settled from nomadic, 
and north from south, Tibet, is the NyBnchh6n thLngl8, of which I 
spoke in my paper on the Hdrsdk$ and of wllich I aln now enabled 
pretty confidently to assert that the Karalrorunl is merely the western 
prolongation, but tending gradually towards the Kwanleum to 
the aestwrtrd. But these parallel ranges imply extensive level 
tracts between them, which is the 11leallirig of the " four chaunels" 
of Utsbng, whilst the east and west direction of these ranges 
sustain Hurnboldt's co~iception of the direction of all the greater 
cbni~is of Asie Centrale, or the Himalaya, RwBnlehln, ThiPn a t ~ d  
Altai, as also of that of the back-bone of the whole Asiatic conti- 
nent which he supposes to be a co~iti~iuation westward of the secoutl 
of these four chaius. 

Upon the whole, I conceive, there can be 110 doubt that Tibet 
proper, that is, Tibet south of the Ng4nchh6n thhuglfi range, is, aa 

compared with the Himalaya,,a level country. It may be very well 
defined by saying it co~nyrises the basins of the Indus (cum Sntluj) 
and Brahmaplltra, 

In this limited aenao of Tibet-which the native geogrnplrera 
divide illto Western, Central, and Eastern Tibet, called by them- 
eelve~ NPri, U'ts&ng, and KLkm, or, when they would be laore pro- 
else, Ralti, Mdrylil, vel Ladhk, Nllri, TYBII~, U', and Khir~ll-Qbngri 
la the water-shed of Tibet. 

* The valley of Nel,nI in  about 16 miles in diameter or 50 i t 1  circuit. 
t Journul at supra cit. 
: Journal No. 11, of I 853. 
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The region of the lakes, Mapham and Lnnag, equal to the Mandro. 
sar6var and RGvanhrrid of Sanskrit geography, is situated around 
GLgr i ,  where the elevation of the plateau is 15,250 feet, hol 
this region the fall of the plateau to the points where the TireN 

(Indus and Brahmnputra, or Singlrbi-b6b and Eri) quit the platefiul 
is great, as  we sufficiently know from the productions of Bnlti and 

of K h i m  a t  and around those points. I n  lower Balti snow never 
falls : there are two cwps of grain each year, and many oxcenent 
fruits, as we learn from native writers ;* whilst my own information 
received vivh voce from natives of those parts, assures me that the 

country towards the gorge of the Erli or Brahmaputra is, like Ralti, 
free of snow and yields two crops a year; that rice is produced and 
silk and cotton ; and that  these last articles form the ordinary 

materials of the people's dress. These points cannot therefore 
exceed 4-5000 feet in elevation, which gives a fall of above 10,000 

feet from the water-shed, both ways. 
I will conclude these hurried remarks suggested by the ambas 

sadorial routes from Kathmandu to Pelrin, now submitted to the 
Society, with a statement, which I think the Society will perceive 

the  high interest of, with reference to those recent ethnological 
researches, the whole tendency of whicli is more and morecam. 

pletely t o  identify the TurAnians of India and Indo-China with 

those of the trans-himalayan countries. 
It is this, Erfi-tdngpo is the name of the river of Tibet: Ed, 

widi, that  of the river of Western Indo-China or Avs: Brio re1 
KrB, that  of o river in  the Tamil and Telugu lnnguagea. Nowl 
when we remember that Tdngpo is a mere local appendage, to the 

Tibetan word,+ and whdi vel viiti, n mere prslrritic appen(ln.ae to 

the Burmese ~ u r d  ; and further, that the TllrPnians of Tibet, the 

Himalaya, and Indo-China, are atill constantly wont to denominfie 
their chief river bg the general term for river in their respective 

* Journal for April, 1832. 

f Tsiagpo,  of or belonging to T&op province of wliich Difarcha i' lhe 

cnpitll and by which place the river ( E d )  floru. Even the prefixinfor 

(y(ru-Yiru)  i. equally Tibetan (in sprec\l) and Dhvirim I Turner1@ i8 Ib8 "" 

and correcteut writing of the word, q r h . c h i m h ~  to wit, for obim*iat*'f' 

spoken round of Teingpo. 
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laogusk8 (teste Yein6m, Likhu, &c ), we sll all hardly be disposed 
to hesitate in admitting tliat the Northmen as they moved South- 
\vnrds illto the tropical swamps of Iudia arid Indo-Chiua, clung to, 

even amid various changes of language, that  name 
of the river of their northern home (viz. the river, kat' 116xoltin) 

which was associated in  their nliuds the lnemory of their 
father-laud. 

"By tbe waters of Babylon they sat down and wept." 
P. &'.-Before I went to  England in 1853, I had beeu so for- 

tunate as to gain access t o  some Gyrirungs and Ttiltpns or inha- 
bitants of SifBn and of the south-eastern confiues of Tibet. I n  my 

paper on the H6rs6k I gave the substance of their information 
about Sit'in. I will here add a few scattered particulars about the 
country lying above Asirn, and the rather, beca'use froln the date 
of my return to India up to  this hour, I have ilerer ngniu been able 
to get access to these people. The Tibetans and Sif'hnese are wholly 
unacquainted with the terms Dnphla, Abor, Bor, Alra, Miri, Mishmi, 
Khamti, by which we denomiuate the tribes lying east of BhlitBn. 
They recognise Ch611g vel SBng (Changlo of Robinson) as tlie name 
of a Bhfitinese tribe or rather professiou. They say tliat above Pal  
jeul or Nepal (easternmost part-alone known to  my infornlants) 
is Tirigri: above Deunjong or Silriln is Triussm (the Dingchani of 
Hooker o11d Damsen of myself') : above Lh6 or Ublit6n is Nyero: 
above Towirug is ChBnn, or JllBug cb6nn: above Lbokbnpta is 

Khwdmbo: above Chdrung is Cbosogon. These are said to be the 
respective Cis and Trans-l~imaln~au districts occurring from tho 
position of T(ilti in Nepal eastwards to beyond that of Saddia in 
*aim. I t  is added that the river Erli re1 Pkrb (Brahmnputra) 

PWses, from Kwdillbo into Lllolilitipta, beneath the great suowy 
mountain called Kw6tnbochhri, and that a great melrt or mart is 
held tllere every twelve gears. Ll~okhAptn, or LhQof the cut lil)s, 
is 80 called to diatinguiah i t  from Lh6 proper, because the people 
bare the habit of rna l t i l~~  n per~nnnent clcft iu their lip. 

Tsiug proviuce is said to  be bonuded on the south by the Oh6u- 
Rra ridge ; on the west by Mount Glilindnli ; on the north and onst 

the Khmbaln range ; the province of U to be bounded eaet by 
8'llVa gykmda, nes t  by the river Tamchokhnlobn, sooth by tho 
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IC6n1bal6 range, and north by the Nyi.nchhb,n th6nglh. Beyond the 
last named great snowy range is situated the ilnmense lake of 

NPm ts6 which is said to bear the same relation to Northern Tibet 
that  the Yhrndo ts6 (PaltB or YPrbroky6) lake does to Southeru, 
The former is the Terkiri and Tkngri 1161.' of our maps, as to vhieh 

maps we have t h e  followiug further identifications. Gl~ imda=  
Gy imda. Batang = Pdthitng. Rywadzb, = RQw6chB. Lriri =Lha. 
rillgo. Kiing, added to  great rivers, = Gyirung. River Takin = 
Gytimo gnfilchu, and river Yang-tse = Nyi chh. Pampou of Hue 
= Phkmba : river and valley both so called. Galdeso river = Gal. 
den, and is the east boundary of Phhmba and LhQsa vallies aa the 
Tolong river is their western boundary. 

A b s t ~ a c t  .of  D iary  of Route from Kathmandu to Pekin, as taken 

during the Embassy of Chountra Plishker Sdh, showing the number 

and position of the mountains passed. 
No. of pane3 

Position of the iountain asses with the names (called lon- Distancein kos. 
of some o! them. gUr8.) 

From Kathmandu t o  DBvapGr, ......... 
DEvaplir to  Bh6t Sipa, ................ 
Bh6t Sipa to  Choiittira,. ............... 
ChoutLra t o  Bis:~rnbhara, ..........-... 
Bisnmbhara to  Liuti, ................. 
Listi to  Khhsa,t ..................... 
Beyond KGti, called Bbairava, Lnnghr,:. . 
Beyond Shikar jeung, called TBsya chblk, 
Within the Digarch6 limits, .......... 
Beyond Digarch6 limits, .............. 
On this side of Lalre Khddu painti, .... 
Beyond ICnpila painti, ................ 
Beyond Lhassa circuit, .............. 
Beyond Chlrhqj y gyinda of Klmm, ..... 

One 
One 
0 ne 
One 
0 no 
One 
0 ne 

One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 

Six. 
Four. 
Three. 
Six. 
Three. 
Seven. 
Twenty-one. 
Thirty-four. 
T hirty-sevon. 
Ten. 
Thirty-nine. 
Thirteen. 
Sixty-six. 
Twenty-nine* 

I * NGr ia WC fur lake as  t.6 i8 Tibetan. T&ngri nhr, or cele8tial lake of the 

former tollgut-, is an exact trannltition of  N(m t16 of the latter. The general p" 
v.lenca of  Turkic word8 in the geography of Northern Tibet more e n ~ e c i ~ l b  '"" 
cirntly evincea the presence o f  that wide spread tribe in Tibet. 

t Boundary of Nepal end Tibet. 
: Mount Evereat of Wuulb. $ Tiala chbl. = Tbll6 of the 

pnperi 
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No. of passes 
position of the mountain passes with the names (called lath- Distance in kos. 

of some of them. g u m )  

................. ~ ~ ~ o n c l  Achar jeung, One Eleven. 
.................... At ClbCsu Kham, One Seven. 
.................... At Namgye-kJng, One Thirty-sir. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  At Tiugtasing, Oue 9ix. 
.......................... At L6ch6, One Twelve. 

.................. At a nameless spot, One Three. 

.................. At a nameless spot, 

.................. At a nameless spot, 

.................. At a nameless spot, 
................ On this side of Lhbju, 

................... At Siyans5 rnbcha,. 
................. At a nameless spot, 

At a nameless spot, .................. 
At a nameless spot, .................. 

.................. At a nameless spot, 
At a nameless spot, .................. 

.................. At a nameless spot, 
At a nameless spot, .................. 
At a nameless spot, .................. 
On this side of Chhtimdo, ...........* 
At PQn,a-do, ........................ 
At Hy6 phdl8, ...................... 
At ThbmBli, ........................ 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. 
At a nameless spot, .................. 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. 
At a nameless epot, .................. 
At Nhwi,  .......................... 
Beyond Lingurikhbde, ................ 
At a nameless spot, .................. 
A t  a nnmeless spot, .................. 
At K61dsting, ........................ 
At Phfila, .......................... 

I .  ~ 4 t  Qolu, ..,......................... 
A t  1'hhn.t~ di., ...................... 

One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
0 ne 
One 
One 
One 
Oue 
Oue 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
0 ne 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
on0 
Oue 

Oue. 
Four. 
Four. 
Sixteen. 
Eight. 
One. 
Two. 
Three. 
Four. 
Two. 
Two. 
Two. 
One. 
Fifteen. 
Twenty-two. 
Five. 
Three. 
Nine. 
Nine. 
Fourteen. 
Three. 
Seven. 
Pour. 
One. 
Two. 
Twelve. 
Ten. 
Pour. 
Niuc. 
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No. of passes Poaitlon of the mountain passes with the names (called lan- D i ~ t e c p \ o g o l ,  of some of  them. guru.) 

At  a nameless spot, .................. One Two, 
On this side of P i th ing ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
At  Tds6, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
At SQmbhthlirn, --.................... 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. 
A t  a nameless spot, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A t  Liimiyh,. ......................... 
A t  a nameless spot, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
A t  s nameless spot, .................. 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. 
Beyond Lithiug, .................... 

.................. A t  a nameless spot, 

One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 

Seven, 
Ninp. 
Eleven, 
Six. 
Two. 
Three. 
One. 
Two. 
Three, 
One. 
Ten. 
One. 

A t  a nameless spot, .................. One Seven, 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. One Two. 
A t  a nameless spot, .................. One Two. 

.................. At a nameless spot, One Seven, 

.................. A t  rs nameless spot, One Two. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A t  61.616, One Nineteeu. 

On this side of Tdchind6" or Tazhideu or 
......................... Tazedo, One Thirteen. 

.... At the  military post of Khwdlecbin, One 'Twenty-eight. 
On this side of Cbhinchi Syiu (Slliu, or 

....... Syhn, = mountain ill Chinese,) One Fifteen. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  At a nameless spot, One Four- 

Thus far the mountain ridges passed are 
generally large. Henceforward they are 
amall. 

.................. A t  a nameless spot, O l a  Tllree- 
................ On this aide of Yhto, Oue Pourteell, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  On this side of Paithn, One Ten. 

. . . . . . .  Beyoud Thinda phh and Kh6to, One ~llirty-five- 

Ou thia side of LocllBr~g sy611,. . . . . . . . . .  ~J~"TKO* 

Tile iron bridge bcyo~ld Trol,i,ldu is the bau~ldnry of Tlbt  and 
L 

D i r r ~  of  a juurnay from Ketbrnalldu tu Trc l l i~~du printed in "Ui' fhenrcha'  
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No. of asses 
pos\llon of the mountain parses with the names (callex ran- Distance ln Lon. 

of some of them. gtirs) . 
.............. On this side of Mingtou, 

.................. At a nameless spot, 

.................. A t  nalneless spot, 
.............. On this side of Chatod, 
.............. 011 this side of ~ l i n g n l i ,  

.................. dt a nameless spot, 
.............. On this side of Chantou, 

.................. A t  a nameless spot, 

.................. At a nameless spot, 
.............. On this side of Ctams6, 

.................. At a nameless spot, 
........... On this side of Kwlingsybn,. 

.................. Beyond KwBngsy 6n, 
On this side of Saichbkng, ............ 

....................... At Saichhing,. 
.................. Beyond Sa,ichbbng, 
.................. At a nameless spot, 
.................. At R liarneless spot, 

On this side of Nichhlngtod, .......... 
.............. On this side of TQngblrii, 

.................... Beyond ~~ iusybn ,  
............... Beyond Pohthiu syin, 

.................. Beyond Lripa s jk l~ ,  
.......... On this side of Pl161ig syiu, 

. . . . . . . .  On this side of Policl~iug sylin, 
Not carriageable thus far. Hence for- 

ward carriages mny be used." 
....................... At CllhAlling,. 
...................... At Singha syin, 

[Distauce of both, as cited below, .... 

One 
Oue 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
O L I ~  
o u e  
o n e  
One 
One 
One 
0 ne 
One 
One 
One 
One 
0 ue 
One 
One 
0 ue 
Oue 
One 
One 

Seven. 
Four. 
Three. 
Two. 
Ten. 
Six 
Three. 
Two. 
One. 
Three. 
Six. 
Three. 
Six. 
Four. 
Two. 
Five. 
Three. 
Two. 
Seven. 
Six. 
Three. 
Sixteen. 
Nine. 
Twelve. 
Nineteen. 

Caret. 
Caret. 
353 
- 

1,250 kos. 

' This remark, as se l l  tibe prior one in the body o f  the paper, belongs to the 

onginnl. The bracketed entry of distance in minr, taken from tile remarks below 

of the original. 

8 a 
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Thus there are 104 langhrs or mountain ridges and passesbetmeen 
~ n t h m a n d u  and Pekin, and of these 102 occur in the nonchrriaEc 

able part  of the way or in  the first 897 kos ; and tbe last two only 
in the rempining 353 kos or the carriageable part. This latter may 
be said to be eutirely through plains, for of the two hills occurring 
only one ia a t  all noticeable, and both are traversed in carriages, 

Fro,* Kathmandu t o  the iron boundary bridge beyond Tachiudo 
(China frontier) is 6G5 kos ; and thence to Chinchi Shbn or Mouut 
Chinchi is 20 ]ros. Throughout these limits, or 685 kos from Kath. 
rnandu, covered with snow occur. I n  the remaining 565 

no snowy mountains occur. 
Horees are used for the first 894 [query 8971 and carriage0 for 

the  last 356 [query 3531. Total 1260 kos* 
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